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On the Danube frontiers an important change was made during
this year. Aurelian withdrew Roman troops and civilians from
Dacia, 'desperans earn posse retineri,' and formed a new pro-
vince of Dacia on the right bank of the Danube, comprising parts
of Moesia, Dardania and Thrace and with its capital at Serdica.
Allusions to 'Dacia Felix* on coins of Milan and the coinage of a
new mint at Serdica itself prove the date A.D. 271 to be pre-
ferable to 2751 (see above, p. 152).
Aurelian was now free to turn his attention to the major
problems of imperial restoration. The Gallic Empire, under
Tetricus I, was pacific and threatened no immediate danger:
it was essentially Roman and its interests in the main were those
of Rome. But the Palmyrenes, even if nominally loyal subjects,
were in fact a foreign people, threatening, under diplomatic
forms, to undermine all Roman authority in the East. The con-
cordat between Zenobia and Claudius had broken down even
before his death (see however, p. 179). The Palmyrenes had gained
a hold on Egypt, even if not full control of Alexandria, and
Zenobia was pushing her occupation of Asia as far north as the
Hellespont. The coins that appear in the first year of Aurelian
both at Antioch and Alexandria, with head of Aurelian on one
side balanced by head of Vaballathus on the other, have been
claimed as evidence of the recognition of the Palmyrene prince by
Rome. The titles * vir clarissimus rex imperator dux Romanorum*
define the place of Vaballathus under the new concordat2. When
we reflect, however, that this 'Concordia' coinage leads on
directly to independent issues of Vaballathus and Zenobia, that
the mint-mark below the head of Aurelian marks his as the reverse
(secondary) side of the Antioch coins, and that there are no certain
allusions to Vaballathus on the coins of any of Aurelian's own
mints, we are led to a different view. The concordat represents
either a one-sided offer on the part of Palmyra alone, or, at most,
of the Gallic Empire, was found in France in the Department of Loire-
Inferieure (Rev. Num. 1901, pp. 319 sqq^ 1930, pp. 7 sqq.). Perhaps he
revolted in the south of Gaul, where Aurelian held sway.
1 S.H.A. AureL 39, 75 Malalas xn, p. 301 (Bonn); Eutropiusix, 15. The
date 275 is proposed by L. Homo, Essai sur le regne dt PEmperevr AwBm>
PP- 3 * 3 s??- The historians do not give a precise date, but the coins should be
decisive. It is conceivable that abandonment took place in stages, some pre-
paratory withdrawals by Gallienus, the main evacuation in 271, its com-
pletion in 274.
* Coins of Antioch (M.-S. v> i, p. 308, no. 381} and Volume of Pbtes v>
238, b. Cfc Homo, op. cit. pp. 66 sqq.